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recently reported in the Times, was handed over to H.B.M.'s Vice-Consul at Hodeida a week ago by the Ottoman authorities.
_ " It is only fair to give the Turkish official version of the circumstances connected with Mr. Waveil's arrest. According to Izzet Pasha, the commander of the Yemen Field Force Mr. Wavell was at Sanaa during the blockade of that town by the insurgents. He professed to have become a Moslem and to have visited Mecca, but was given police protection until the end of the blockade. After the withdrawal of the insurgents 'he appears to have applied for permission to travel in the interior, but leave was refused owing to the disturbed state of the country. He then, according to Izzet Pasha, attempted to give the authorities the slip, and left the town, on horseback accompanied by his servant riding upon a donkey. The animals were discovered near the town gates, and the police, imagining that Mr. Wavell had been murdered or carried off by brigands, instituted a search which resulted in the discovery of the explorer disguised as an Arab. As Mr. WavelTs baggage, which was then searched, contained, as well as his British passport, a passport wherein he was described as a subject of the Sultan of Zanzibar, named Ali, the authorities decided to send him under escort to the coast, which was done. Izzet Pasha states that Mr. Wavell was not ill-treated at all, and that his relations with the police officer who escorted him to Hodeida were most friendly, as was proved by the fact that the explorer dressed and cured an injury to that functionary's hand.
" Such is the Turkish official version of Mr. Waveil's arrest, which differs most materially from that which has been communicated from Hodeida to H.B.M.'s Embassy at Constantinople. The remarkable discrepancies between the two versions suggest the institution of an inquiry as to what actually did take place."
When I arrived in England, towards the end of the year, I endeavoured to ascertain from the Foreign Office what action had been taken in this case. I found that though His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople was supposed to be protesting or sending notes or doing something else severe to the Sublime Porte, they were uninformed in England as to the details. I was advised by a friend who has experience in these matters that if I wanted anything done I must exert myself and that I should do well to put in an